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Abstract:

This paper studies one of the most central concepts in Islamic traditional
sciences, i. e. the concept of the «fundamental» aSlin ‘ilm u$tl al-figh. The author
employs different methods: the historical to read the development of the concept,
semantic analysis to analyze the texts of ‘ulam@ in order to understand the meanings
that they ended to and the structural method to construct a comprehensive concept

from those meanings. In the preliminary phase of ‘ilm u$tl al-figh the concept was
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used in its direct sense, then as a definite term that acquired different meanings
in coherence with the formulation of the theories of High Objectives, Rights and
the methodology of qiyas. In the conclusion the paper ends to two main levels
of the concept; the fundamental and the fundamental of the fundamental. The
fundamental of the fundamental will be considered the real domain of the meta-
fundamentals.

Keywords:
‘ilm us0l al-figh, concept asl, High Objectives, Theory of Right, Philosophy

of law.
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