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The Interpretation of Institution and the Institutionalization of Interpretation
A Study in At-tafstr Al-wasit by Al-azhar in the Light of the High Objectives
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Abstract

In this paper I try to provide a critical view of the role of the religious
institution in Egypt in the realm of Qur'an interpretation. | try to posit this
problematic in the context of "Objective of Religion™. As preliminary
precursor the theorization of the High Objectives has begun by Ad-dabiist
and then Al-guwayni. But this theory became more detailed only by the
efforts of As-3atibi in Al-muwafagat. 1t was not mere elaboration but reversal
of the methodology of the High Objectives derivation. This reversal had its
influence upon the meaning of the "Objective of Religion" to become
preservation of the true beliefs from bid ‘ah (heresy).

This previous process shaped the role of the religious institution in the
Islamic world. It became its main duty to preserve the fundamentals of
religion. It resulted in the institution's standard interpretation of the Qur'an.
This had an impact on the separation between Muslims and the Qur'an.

In addition A$-3atib1's theory reveals a fundamental contradiction in the
Obijective of Religion. Religion is the source of rulings, which are the source
of its Objectives, even though it is itself one of them. Structuralist and
semantic analysis methods are employed uncover the causes of contradiction
in order to understand, how it influenced the interpretation of the Qur'an and
how it is possible to re-posit the Objective of Religion as a right, not as a
duty. Finally I try to explore the effectiveness of this in recovering the
interpretation from the institution to the society.
key words

Qur'anic Interpretation, Fundamentals of Comprehension, the High
Objectives, As-8atibi, Al-azhar, Methodology of Interpretation, Fundamentals
of Interpretation
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