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The Abstract
This study is titled: "'The French School and Its Influence on the Study of

Contemporary Islamic Mysticism: Henry Corbin as a Case Study." It
comprises an introduction, five main sections, a conclusion, a bibliography,
and an index of topics at the end.

Structure of the Study:

—First Section: Henry Corbin, his connection to Islamic thought in general,
and Islamic Sufism in particular.

-Second Section :lslamic Mysticism According to Henry Corbin—its
concept, nature, and methodological approach.

—third Section: Corbin’s contributions to the study of Islamic mysticism in
general and Shi‘ite mysticism in particular.

—Fourth Section: The impact of Henry Corbin on contemporary studies of
Islamic mysticism.

—Fifth Section: Philosophers influenced by Corbin.

Conclusion: A summary of key findings, followed by the bibliography.

Significance of the Study:

This research delves into the intellectual legacy of Henry Corbin, a pivotal
figure in the study of philosophical mysticism. Corbin served as the director
of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris and the French Institute of
Iran in Tehran. His scholarly contributions have significantly enriched Arabic
and Islamic academic discourse, marking a turning point in the orientalist
approach to Sufi studies.

His work laid the foundation for rethinking Islamic mysticism and
philosophy beyond the prevailing Western perspectives. It also played a

crucial role in reviving interest in Shi‘ite and gnostic mysticism, fostering its
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widespread recognition among scholars of Islamic thought. Additionally,
Corbin's development of the concept of the 'imaginal world' and his
presentation of Sufism as both a philosophical and spiritual movement
revolutionized the modern study of mysticism.

Criticism of Corbin’s Approach:

Despite his profound influence, Corbin has been criticized for reducing
Islamic mysticism to its Persian gnostic dimension, heavily shaped by Shi‘ite
theological doctrines. His interpretation closely aligns Sufism with concepts
such as imamate, esotericism (zahir and batin), and other Shi‘ite Imami and
Isma‘1li beliefs, which limits his portrayal of Sufism and fails to capture its

full diversity within the Islamic tradition.
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