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Abstract:

This research aims to examine Chomsky's objection to semantics from
philosophical and methodological perspectives. His most prominent
objections pertain to the problem of 'Reference," which we will trace through

its development in early modern analytical philosophy, starting with John

Stuart Mill to Tyler Burge. This includes clarifying key aspects of their
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philosophies related to the issue of semantics, which, as we will see, fall
under what is referred to as "External Semantics," in contrast to Chomsky's
view, which could be categorized as 'Internal Semantics."

The research is divided into three general sections. The first section
reviews the perspectives of philosophers of 'External Semantics" on
'Reference’ and its importance in understanding the "'meaning" of linguistic
terms. The second section explores Chomsky's philosophical view and
scientific methodology in the study of language, along with his critique of the
concept of 'Reference' and the justifications for this critique. The third
section aims to provide both support and critique: the support involves
reinforcing Chomsky's position from a general methodological standpoint,
particularly in terms of his comprehensive approach to studying the
phenomenon of language compared to his opponents; the critique reflects
my reservation about Chomsky's underestimation of the scientific study of
'language use."

Keywords: Reference — Semantics — Philosophy of Language — Internal
Semantics — External Semantics
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(13)Jim went to the movies with Bill last week.
(14)Jim went to the movies with who last week?
(15)Who did John go to the movies __ with last week?
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(16)Mary went with Bill and John to the movies last week.

(17)Mary went with Bill and who to the movies last week?
(18)*Who did Mary go with Bill and __ to the movies last week?
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